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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

Qh
o ®
PUBLIC AFFAIRS N
Phone: (703) 351-7676

17 October 1984

The Central Intelligence Agency noted with concern and
resentment your column of 16 October in the Washington Post in
which you suggest to your readers that CIA 1ied to Congressman
Boland, the Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, regarding the mining of Nicaraguan harbors. We do
have differences with the intelligence oversight committees from
time to time and they with us, but we never 1ie to them.

To keep the record straight, I have enclosed three clips
quoting Congressman Boland on the mining episode. He speaks more
authoritatively on his knowledge of the mining affair than some
anonymous committee member.

Sincerely,

. George V. Lauder
Director, Public Affairs
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House Unit Says
Report on Mines |

.

Arri?ed_Jan. 31|

.
"

Asserts Panel Watched
Actions in Nicaragua

By PHILIP TAUBMAN -~ : ~".°
Spe:'dmm?iec\’vrkrm e
WASEINGTON,  April 13 - The
Houwe Select Committee on Intelli
gence was inforred zbowi United
Stztes involvement in the mining of
Nitzragizn ports in late Jeouaryendit
Jaier moaitored the operzton closely,
acoorting 1o the comminee’s cheir-
The chairtszn, Representztve Ed-
wart P. Bojent . Democrz: of Meassz.
chuserts. sai6 du—ing House deheate late
Trussgev thet the Centre) Inteliipence
£2ency iniormed the pane) ebout the
"\ Sining o0 Jet. 30 ehier some of 1he ex.
Dicsive cevices hzd been planted- 2t
| Puenic Sandine on Nicarzgus's Pacifc
coas’b ) :
Reporied by Mapaguz op Jan. 3

Adthouch Ms. Boland hes been 2 Jead.
ing copopent of the C.1.A.c covert ac.
tvides in Nicarzguz 2n¢ his remaris

05 T5ursdav were highiv critice) of the
(IZbing. be did pot fzul: the C.lASor
- fedling tonodfv Congress., ,
Eis comments added to growing evi-
dence that Congress wac informed
2boui the mining bv the Reagan Ac.
| ministraton well before 2 flurry of re-
- DOTTs Jast week about the C.1A.'s role
{i A0 the operegon. ) -
4 Althoush most members of Congress
l'were presumzbly awere thet Nicere.
| guan barbors were being mined — Mr,
{ Bolend s2i¢ the mining was first re-
D vezies by the Managuz radio on Jan. 3

s

L

’ — the cwrrent furor in Congress devel-
. oped afier the exient of direct Amers.
; can involvement was disclosed in news
j Teporislest week. :

[ Mr. Boland, according 10 collez pues

FER YORX TDVES
1L gpril 168k

Goldwater Letter

) s s b
Mr. Boland made his Comrnents dur- | monthe s 2

ing debate zbout 2 sonbinding resolu. |
Son that opposed the use of rederal
fmes 1o mine Nicaraguan waters. Toe &
Zouse - pproved the resolution lzte i
Thursday by 2 vote of 28) 10 111, Mr.j
Beland supported the resolution, which 1
¥2s overwhbelmingly approved earlier
hisweek by the Senate, == = ro— - -

f Consi

[
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Because of his vigibility in recent |
TiUC of the cover activi. {

} Les Mr. Bolanc mzy 2lsg have warjeq

10 $hOw SOme suppori Jor the 2gencyy
1he colieagues said. Mr. Eolanc. 2 mod. |
erale D.é&?&a:aum:n_smngﬁeld_ﬁ_}
known in the Bouse zc 2 cautigus jaw-. |
meker who prefers 10 2voié confronts-
uons with the C.1.A, -

Mr._ Bolend's description of the-

4C.1.A s 12lke with Conerese abou: tne

Several members of the Senate Se-.

barbor mining _geperzllv conformed

L (om: op_lotelligence have”
ecoused 1] A of failing o infemn”
the pane] aboart the mining. Ezrijer thisi|
week, the chairmen of the Senzte com-d

.

with accounts given pv intellicence of- |
Daaegs.

i
.. Mr. Boland s2id that in the first brjes. f
i

ing on the reining, on Jan. 31, intellj.

Zines, Senator-Barrv M. -Golawater, 18500 0ificials sai¢ the Xaters off

Resablican of Arjem S y
lewter 1o William J. Casev. 1he direcior:'

ing* “Puerto Sxidine had

; bzen mined. Ap |
p2rently pressed by the committee to

Nicarazuvan

of Central Intelligence, comblaining USRIV _W1e mining of 3

about the lack of notification,

Senzior Daniel Patrick Movmibaxz,
Democrat of New York, the vice chair.”
roan of the commities, s2id earlier thic
week that be bad pot seen the report be- |
fore voting on April 5 in favor.of &1

miliion in pew funding.for the coven |- -

activities in Nicaraguz. Mr, Moynihan
said, bowever, 1hat he bad recejved 2
2 oquick brief before the vote” from'"
Gary J. Schmitt, the cornmirtiee’s mj-*

nority stzff director, - +Jand said.

Other comminee members, includ-
ing Senator Patick J. Lexhy, Demo-’
crat of Vermont, have sa2id that the
committee was informed zbout the

ining. .

Mr. Boland 4 an zpparent ref erence'.l!
10 " the Senzie committee, said, 4
""Inere’s been some compizint that i
some other body was not keeping pace |
with what was happening.” He added: i
“Tbat’s their responsibility.. T knew .
whal my responsibility was, ™ CoT

The House-and Senate comminess, :
while ostensibly sharing responsibility -
for overseeing the imelligence com..:
ISUNitY, of1ed concentraie on Gifferent
issues ‘and freguentiy disagree abow
inielligence maners. During the Jas:
yezr, the House commitee has twice
voled agzinst providing 2id to Nicarza-
guan rebeis while the Senzie commit-
tee has supported the Program.

mace his Temarks op JNwsoaV, in
Pari. 10 show thal the House commines
W25 [DoTR auentive 1o jollowing the
C.1.2 s covert activities. Mr. Boland.
according 10 the collezsues.  also
thoueht the C.1.A wac being uniaifly’
blamed for keeping Coneress jenorant

af the mming. :

jL.!i()lal'KIL S2C ruerio Sanaino Wwasnote

briefing about the =ining on March 27,
M. Boland szid
:Wes that they were mining other hay.
bors 2nd had mined themn before tha:
. prjeﬁgg,:}giojapé s2id. He sajd the |

port. C.I.A. officials, accorting 10 Mr.

harbor. iU's 2n anchorepe ™ Mr. Bo-J
i2nd, axsmissing 1he characierizatjon,
10id :.he. House, <01 course, thewv're
Frong.” _ i

‘Enoughto Warn Other Ships?
< The rernainder of the-raining, which
was concentrated at Puenp Sandino

and Puerto Corinto, 2150 on the Pacifjc
Co2si, 100k place in rebruary, Mr. Bo-

~-The House commitee held a second

“The indicztion then

C.1.A. TeDOTiEd that the mines neg *‘hit
SOIDe seven ships pelween ine daties of
March7and March 74" :

-'"Whnai Kind of Ships?"* be zsked, an- ;
swering, “‘Japanese ships — iTeighters §
— Joading comon, Panzmanian ships
with molasses, z Russian ship with oy,
some other, small shipping boats hit by
mines, not Jethal, but enough to wam
other ships coming i7ito those waters
that there was z rex] daanger.”

- €minisiration officials have sa2ig
the zciuz) plzcement of the mines in
NiCaz muzn 1eritone! walers was pamn. -
QEC DV 2 16210 0 L& AMenCan come
INZNA0S Lraines bV 1he C.1.A. .

Intelligence  officizls  reiterated
todzay that the Senzie imelligence com-
mittes was notified zbout the mining in
briefings on March & 2nd Mareh 13, al-
though they said the subject was not
discussed z1 length. On Apri] 2, they

Continuzg
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Letters'

The Job of Congressional C.I.A. Overseers .

To the Editor: :
The suggestion has been advanced
by The Times [*‘The Rez! Intelligence
Failure,” editorizl Apri) 18] and by
othess that, beczuse the Hovse Perma.
nent Select Commities on Intellipence
was iy epprised of unilatera] C.1LA,
acuvilies in the Niczragues wer, it
somehow feiled to insis: thet the ‘A¢.
minisTedon better define its eimc in
that war, failed 10 maintein high skep~

ticis= about such secre; operations or -

feiled to simply stop the mining of
Nicaraguzn harbors, i

To &ll the commentatars] I recom-
mend reconsiderztion and & better
memory. I can only essume that they
do not read the Congressionel Record
or their own publications.

Trhe comriitiee sought initially to
resiTzain the secret war in Niceregus
— Dot beceuse of the absence of Ad-
minisiradon goals but because those

gozls would not lead 10 an end to con-

flict in Cenwrel Amnerice. Thet efort
21 restraint failed.

For raore than e year now, the cora. -

mittee has sought to end the wer in
Nicarague Twice it hes Brough: bills

elore the House proposing this solu-
tion. Twice the House has voted for

themn, That is not & record of 2mbj..

guity or co-optiem.

The war in' Nicaragus contnues.
Although the House did not prevedl in
conference with the Senste, what did
emerge wes 2 §24 million cap on ex-
pedditures in this fisce) year, Thst

money will soon be exhzusted be--

cause the Administration hes chosen
te accelerate antacks egzinst Nicera-
gue. The Administration wants &n

- &ddidonal $21 million for the wer. The

Senate hes. approved it. When the
Eouse votes on this issue, members of
the comminee will agzin oppose it.

1 diszpree with those who 2ppeer to

believe thet the House 2nd Senzie In- -

teliipence Comrnittees should bold"e

press conference every time they hea¥’
something with which they disepgree .~

The inmelligence oversight commit—
©ES are Dot powerless, They have twd,
principaloptions for disagresing wifh'
secret Administration policies, They
£an atiempt to persuade the Presi
dent 10 change that policy. This
method het met with only Limited

. success under rwo-Presidents — Cer..

ter and Rezgan — but it can work "
The commitee 2lso coniroic the
purse strings of the intellipence egen.’

" cies. It cap recommend & cutef i

ifupding — 25 it has done in the case of |
tbe war in Nicaragus, R
Elfonis at persuasion and budgetery

=

"action need not be limited to the two.

cpmmittees. Neither of them has besZ:
tated to request secret sessions of theiz.

" respective bodies to inform collezgues,

of events in Nicarzgua, -

Further, as in the case of the see..
ond Nicerzgue vote 'in the Hous&
(Oct. 20, 18€3), epough factual infor.
mation usually can be made pubiid’
10 permit ¥nowledgeable debate. Op.

that occasion, the committee mece,.
clezr that the sezborne attack on the -

port of Corinto was a significant es-’

czletion of the war — not by discuss™

ing who carried it out but by pointing.
10 increzsed targeting of the-Niczara.
guen economy, T

Receni public discussion abous the
Nicaraguen mining hes rendered”
oot my intention of seeking & secrel
session of the Eouse in connecticn .
with debate on the Senzte's emendy

.IDent 10 eppropriate an additional Q1.

million for the war. Wnen thet vote
:comes, however, 1 do not believe thay
ithe House will assess z failure of
oversight by the Permenent Select.
‘Cornminiee on Intelligence, ] believe
both House preponents end OppOnents
0f the war have been well informed
;and advised by the committes on the
matier of Niczragus Furre House
consideration of this issue will cope
tinue to be informed. T

The current debate over the appros
priate Congressional role in foreign™:
policy is & serious one, 2nd ope the!”
iwill not soon be resolved. Nopethé

‘|less, ip the realm of secret foreipn™

{policy — covert action — two pringin

pies ere well esteblished. They stemn.
from 2 lengthy public-debate whick
culminated in the intelligence over-
sight statute. They ere well accepted
beczuse they represent two sides'of’
one coin: -

Congress must be informed — i”
advance — of “‘significent entici+
pated imelligence activities” (espes
cially covert action). Tre price of this
edvance notce, however, is protece
ton of secret intelligence acgvises™

These Twin principles stike & pres
cerious but so fer enduring balance.
-They reguire good feithend & spititof
accommodation in both branches o
government. 'Recent hezrings before
the cormmittes oo proposels to tighten:
Congressionsa] control of covert ecdon
— especially paramilitery cover; &6
tion — convince me that such conirols-
would upset this belance and deny”
flexibility which the President showl@
bave in foreign effairs, ©~ . -

I believe the exsting system bas"
come under strain beczuse of the mire-
ing issue 2nd that the proper belance”
needs to be restored, but I also believe-
tbat the present oversight system
with continued budgetary ection By
the Congress — can work 2nd is work- |
ing. It mzy not sztisfy those who wanf -
full disciosure of intelligence matiers,”
nor will it satisty el criucs, but-it

tan serve the couniry — perticulerly®
the foreign policy process — edequate--
Ay, (Rep.) EDWARD P, BOLAND "
. Chairmen, Permanent Select+
Committes on Intellipence

Weshingion, April 19, 19%4~

-
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WALL STREET JOURNAL
13 April 198%

——

“Letters to the Editor

Newsbreak '

1t was with bemusement that I read
your Apri) 12 editorizl, *‘Anatomy of 2 Cop-
Oul,” suggesiing that news of thé mining
of Nicaraguan wzlers first appeared in the

Washington Post “z few hours' zher the |

Permzanent Select Committee on Intelli-
gence had been briefed by the Administra:
. tion. The Commirttee was briefed on the
mining on Januzary 31. The first news re-
port of the mining appeared on April &.

. Further, the news did not break in the

Washingion Post but in.The Wall Street
Journal., :

1t is inexcusable that editorial wTiters,
whe have the Juxury of time 10 check their
facts, o not bother o do so..If the Journal
editoria) sizff put 2s much effort into being

accurate and avoiding unfounded innuendo

2s they seem to put into apclogetics for an
insupporiable policy agzinst Niczraguz,
they might soon begin 10 zpprozch the pro-
fessionalism of The Journzl's reportoria)
staff, ‘

EpwaARD F. BOLAND (D., Mass.)

"Chairman, Intelligence Commitiee
House of Representatives
Washingion :

¥

{Rep. Boland is correct that the first

news that the mining was conducted from
& ship controlled by the ClA4 was reporied
last Friday by David Rogers of our own
\Washingion bureau. Mr. Rogers' story fol
Jowed up remarks on the Senzie floor,
though deleted from the official record, in
which Sen. Barry Goldwzter mentioned 2

documen! indicating that the administra.’

tion had directy authorized the mining.
Our error arose from the complaint of a2
well respected source that the Jeaks had

. come from the House Commitiee. —EQ.)
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